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CLINICS: Umnsured and low-mcome re31dents now have new option for eye care

From page 3

faculty, who oversees
two optometry resi-
dents. The. clinic is
open on Mondays and
Wednesdays. -

Watson said thefe are .

a number of conditions

of the eye; suéh asglau-

coma and diabetic retin-
opathy, in which patients
have no indication there
is anythmg wrong until
it is too late.

“Once the retina has

been damaged, it can’t

come  back,™ Watson
said. “That is why rou-

tine care is important,
especially in the diabet-
ic population.”

‘Tavaszi said, “We also
see a lot of children. If
you don’t correct chil-
dren’s problems early,
they can become much
more difficult to cor-
rect.” :

Watson said ¢
that serve-lo me
residents do‘a relativ

said they oftén ‘tin
difficult to provide ac-
cess to medical spe-

cialists such. as optom-.
etrists.
Tavaszi said Marin

Community Clinics has
clinicians — doctors or
nurse practitioners —.
on staff who'do primary:

care, obstetrics, behav-

ioral health and pedi-

rics. Specialty care
“the clinic, however,
rovided by med1ca1
¥0 nteers. And, Tav-

‘ aid, “It has been
ult to have enough

physmians t,o.. serve all
it. the patients.”

Nevertheless, the elin-
ic does provide another

.care;.

'medmal speclalty that

is‘in high demanid: den-
tal care. Since the state
of California stopped
paying. for adult dental

income ‘déntal ‘cate- in

Marin has soared, Tav-
-aezi said. Marin Com-

munity Clinics operates
three dental clinics, one
of which is open seven
days a week.

“We have been amazed
and shocked at the

amount of unmet den-
- tal needs,” Tavaszi said, -
The cost of operating the.
dental clinics has largely-
: : S ,'Serwcea, said’ that- for
-Marinre sidents-who are

he:need for :low-.

been covered by grants
from Sutter Health, she
said.

The new optometry
clinic is at the county of
Marin's Health & Well-

ness Campus at ‘3260

Kerner Blvd. in. San
Rafael. The county. is
providing the spagce-
the clinic — two.éxami-
nation rooms and-anoth-
er room for administra-
tive purposes — free of
charge,

LaTry Meredlth di-

‘rector of the Marln
County, - Department—

of ‘Heslth: and Human

aging and" ilmnsured in
partwular, fit’s 'a major

" issue to have corrected
- visten,”

‘Even though Marin
Community Clinics

‘openeda13 ,000-sduare-
-foot’ health 'center at
‘3110 Kerier ‘Blvd,.

©2008,
ditional space at the

it has leased ad-

Health & Wellness Cam-
pus to accommodate re-
cent expansmn Since
opening the Health
& Wellness Campus,
the county has closed
its clinics providing
obstetric: and gyneco-
logical care and trans-
ferred -those patients
to Marin Community
Clinics. Because Marin
Community Clinies
is a “federally quali-
fied health center” it
receives larger federal
reimbursements for the
services it provides to
Medicaid patients.
Meredith said, “We’re
very pleased with the re-
sults of this migration.”
For information re-
garding optometry ser- -
vieces at Marin Commu-
nity Chmcs, call 448-

"1500.

Contact Richard Halstead via -
e-mail af rhalstead @marinij.
com
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